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      Site Select TN is the Tennessee Department of Economic and

Community Development’s quarterly newsletter aimed at

informing our partners in business development on the

successes and milestones being achieved in Tennessee. ECD’s

mission is to develop strategies which help make Tennessee the

No. 1 location in the Southeast for high quality jobs.

Fourth Quarter 2012
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MUSIC CITY
SHINES IN 
ABC DRAMA

• Nashville Sound

Legendary musician, songwriter, and
soundtrack and record producer Joseph Henry
“T-Bone” Burnett is the executive music
producer for the show with much of the
musical scoring, recording and publishing done
in Music City.  More than 700,000 digital
downloads have been sold since early
December, and Big Machine Records released
a “Nashville” soundtrack on Dec. 11, featuring
music from Britton, Panettiere, Esten, Jackson,
Bowen and Palladio.

“The unique confluence of film and music that
‘Nashville’ offers is central to our aim of
highlighting Tennessee’s great strength as a
center of creative excellence in the music
industry,” ECD Commissioner Bill Hagerty
said. 

ABC has even created a documentary web
series that follows the life of original songs
performed on "Nashville" written by
singer/songwriters in the music scene, from
the songs' inception to on-air premiere. The
docu-web series, available at
abc.com/musiclounge, offers an intimate look
into the songwriting process, from guitar demo
to music video and all the steps in between.

• Production Grant

ECD approved a $7.5 million reimbursable
grant for “Nashville” based on a projected $44
million in qualified Tennessee production
expenditures.  Qualified expenses include
those for goods or services purchased from a
Tennessee vendor or paid to a Tennessee
resident in connection with the production.

“We are taking a new approach to one of
Tennessee’s strongest and most unique
businesses, the entertainment industry,”
Hagerty said.  “Gov. Bill Haslam has made a
concerted effort to fold the film and music
sectors into our department and make them a
part of the state’s regular economic goals and
initiatives.”

“ABC’s Nashville is bold,
ambitious and fun” 
– The Los Angeles Times

(See Nashville, page 3)

bizdev_newsletter_121312v3_SiteSelectTN  12/17/12  11:31 AM  Page 2



Learn more about ECD at

SitSitSittteeeeteeSit
S
Sit
SSeSeSSSeSe
SitSit
S
S
S

tSi
SeSe

      

iS tS
S eeeeccee eeleleee

tteeee
l
e
l
ttee
ee

tete
eleec
teteee
l ctctttctTTNcttTTN

      

SitSitSittteeeeteeSit
S
Sit
SSeSeSSSeSe
SitSit
S
S
S

tSi
SeSe

      

iS tS
S eeeeccee eeleleee

tteeee
l
e
l
ttee
ee

tete
eleec
teteee
l ctctttctTTNcttTTN

      

3

“Nashville” is expected to employ
more than 350 Tennessee
residents in various crew
positions with 235 production
days scheduled.

“The consistent employment
afforded Tennesseans as a result
of this multi-episode series will
result in constructive training and
talent development and longer
term employment for
Tennessee’s entertainment
industry,” Hagerty added.

• Updated Film Incentive   
Program

Tennessee’s film incentive
program went through a major
overhaul in 2012 to provide a
complete one-stop-shop for film
incentives and to target and
include smaller productions in

the state. Though the “Nashville”
series was incentivized under
the old system of grants and tax
credits, any entertainment
projects moving forward will fall
under the new program.

The new program incentivizes
projects with budgets over
$200,000 for grants equal to 25
percent of in-state expenses, a
change from the previous
threshold of $1 million. In
addition to lowering the dollar
threshold, the revised program
includes recurring funding for the
program. These changes were
made with the goal of
incentivizing more films by
Tennessee companies and
attracting independent
filmmakers by streamlining the
incentive delivery process.

• High Profile
“Nashville” was created by
Academy Award winner Callie
Khouri and is produced by R.J.
Cutler, Khouri, Dee Johnson,
Steve Buchanan and Connie
Britton. The series is a
Lionsgate, ABC Studios and
Gaylord Entertainment
production.

“The show is raising the profile of
the city and state as an
entertainment hub,” Raines said.
“Additionally, the show attracts
production services, grows local
infrastructure and highlights
Tennessee’s unique musical
culture.”

“Nashville” airs Wednesdays at
10 pm EST on ABC.

Nashville (Continued from page 2)
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Nissan
Smyrna, Tenn.; Vehicle manufacturer.
810 new jobs.

Nike
Memphis, Tenn.; Athletic apparel
company. $277 million investment and
275 new jobs.

ADT Corp.
Knoxville, Tenn.; Electronic security
systems company. $1.8 million
investment and 118 new jobs.

MacLean Power Systems 
Trenton, Tenn.; Leading manufacturer
of critical components for the electric
utility grid. $12 million investment and
250 new jobs.

Oberto Brands
Nashville, Tenn.; National leader in the
meat snacks category. $28.7 million
investment and 310 new jobs.

Access America Transport 
Chattanooga & Knoxville, Tenn.;
Logistics company. $3.2 million and
550 new jobs.

One for the booksTOP Q4 ANNOUNCEMENTS
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